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MINISTRY OP LAW 

Neiv Delhi, the 28 th Deoember, 1951 

The following President’s Acts enaoted on the 28th December, 1961, 
are published for general information ; — 

THE PUNJAB OCCUPANCY TENANTS (VESTING OF 
PROPRIETARY RIGHTS) ACT, 1951 

No. VIII op 1951 

An Act to vest proprietary rights in occupancy tenants and to 
provide for payment of compensation to the landlords 
whose rights are extinguished and for certain consequential 
and incidental matters. 


[28th Deoember, 1961] 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 8 of the Punjab Btatc 
Legislature (Delegation of Poweis) Act, 1961 (XLV1 of 1951), the Presi- 
dent is pleased to enact as follows — 

1. Short title, extent and commencement.— (1) This Act may be called 
tile Punjab Occupancy Tenants (Vesting of Proprietary Lights) Act, 1951. 

( 2 ) It extends to the whole of the Stato of Punjab. 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, 
by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

2, Definitions. — In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 

(a) “appointed day” means— 

(i) in relation to any tenant who, immediately before the com- 
mencement ol this Act, ip recorded ab an occupancy tenant of any 
land m the revenue records, the date of such commencement; 

(it) m relation to any tenant who obtains a right of occu- 
pancy in any land nflei (lie commencement of this Act, the date 
on which he obtains such right of occupancy; 

( 565) 
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(b) “(Collector” -means (he OolleoLor of tho district in which the 
land, in respect of which proprietary rights are vested in an occu- 
pancy tenant under this Act, is situate, and includes any officer" not 
below the rank of an Assistant Collector oi the iirst-Grude specially 
empowered by the State Government to perform tho duties of a 
Collector un.b r this Act; 

{cj ‘ Commissioner” and “Financial Commissioner” have the 
meanings icspootively assigned to them under the Punjab Land 
Revenue Act, 1887 (Punjab Act XVII of 1887); 

(d) “land”, "land rovenue” and “rent” have the meanings res- 
pectively assigned to them in the Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 (Punjab 
Act XVI oi 1887); 

(c) “landlord” means a person under whom an occupancy tenant 
holds land and to whom the occupancy touant is, or but for a special 
oontract would be, liable to pay rent for that land, and includes the 
predooostois and successors in interest erf a landlord; 

(/) “occupancy tenunt” means a tenant who, immediately before 
the commencement of this Act, is recorde 1 as an occupancy tenant 
in the revenue records and includes a tenunt who, after such com- 
mencement, ubttiiis fi vi'jlit <rf occupancy m inspect ot the land, held 
by him whether by agreement with the landlord or through a court 
of competent jurisdiction or otherwise, and includes also the predeces- 
sors and successors in interest ot an occupancy tenant. 

3. Vesting of proprietary rights in occupancy tenants and extinguish- 
ment of corresponding rights of landlords,— Notwithstanding anything to 
the contrary contained in any law, custom or usage tor the time being 
in force, on and from the appointed day — 

(a) all rights, title and interest (including the contingent interest, 
if any, recognised by any law, custom or usage for the time being in 
foioe) of the landlotd in the land held under him by an occupancy 
tenant shall be extinguished and such rights, title and interest shall 
be deemed to vest m the occupancy tenant free from all encum- 
brances, if any, in the land created by the landlord; 

(b) tho landlord shall cease to have any right to collect or receive 
any lent or any shave of the land revenue in respect of such land and 
his liability to pay land revenue in respect of tho land §hall also cease; 

(r) the occupancy tenant shall pay direct to the Government the 
land revenue accruing due in respect of the land; 

(d) the occupancy tenant „hall be liable lo pay, and the landlord 
concerned shall be entitled to receive and he paid, such compensation 
as may be determined under this Act 

4. Determination of compensation payable to landlord,— (I) Any land- 
lord whose rights have been extinguished under section !i may, within twelve 
months from the appointed day, apply to tho Collector, in such form as 
may be prescribed, for the determination ot the amount of compensation 
payable to him by the occupancy tenant ■ 

Provided thul the Collector may eidcrt'i’ i the application after the c'l- 
pir/ of the said period ot twelve months it he is satisfied dial the applicant 
was prevented by sufficient cause from tiling the application in time. 
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(P) Ou receipt of mi application under sub section ( l ), Urn Collector 
shall issue notice to Hie parties coucurncd jincl, iiflei giving ifie parties an 
opportunity of being hoard and after making Rtieh inquiiv uh thus be pros- 
cribed, shall make an award determining the amount of compensation 
payable by the occupancy tenant to the landlord in accord men with (be 
provisions of section 5, 

(3) Where there is any dispute as to the person or persons who are en- 
titled to the compensation, the Collector ahull decide such dispute and if 
the Collector finds that more than one person is entitled to compensation, 
ho shall apportion the amount thereof amongst such persons. 

(4) Where the compensation is payable to a minor oi to a person having 
n limited interest , the Collector may make such arrangements as may be 
equitable having regard to the interests of I ho minor, the parties con- 
cerned and their reversioners. 

B. Principles of compensation. — The amount of compensation payable 
lo the landlord under this Act shall be determined in the manner and in 
accordance with the principles hereinafter set out, that is to say,' — 

(a) whore the rent payable Ivy the occupancy tenant is expressed 
in torins of the land revenue in respect of the land, the amount of 
compensation shall, — 

(i) if the right of occupancy has been obtained on any of the 
grounds specified in section 5 of (he Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 
(Punjab Act XVI of 1887), lie equal to the animal rent (exclu- 
sive) of land rovenue nnl cesses) plus one anna for pvery rupee of 
the annual land levonuo multiplied in each case by twentyfive; 

(») in any other case, be equal to the annual rent (exclusive 
of land' revenue and cesses) plus two annas for every rupee of the 
annual land revenue multiplied in each case by twentyfive; 

Illustration (A). — If the minimi rent (exclusive of land revenue 
and fosses) is Its 60 and the land revenue payable annually is Rs. 160, 
then, in a ease coming under clause (i), the amount of t ompeneation 
will be (Rs. 604-Rs. 10)x25=Es. 1,600. 

Illustration (71). — If the annual rent (exclusive ot land revenue 
and cesses) is Rs, 60 and the land revenue payable annually is Rs. 100, 
then, in a case coming under clause (n), the amount of compensation 
will be (Its. 50 i-Rs. 20) x 25 = Rs, 1,760; 

(b) where the rent payable by the occupancy tenant is not m any 
way expressed in terms of the land revenue in respect of the land, the 
amount of compensation shall, — 

( i ) if the rent is paid in cash, whether as a fixed amount or 
at a fixed rate with reference to the area of the land, bo equal 
to twenty times the average annual rent in respect of the land; 

(ii) if (ho rent is paid by a division or appraisement of the 
produce on the basis of batch, bear the same proportion to average 
market value of tbo land as Ihe landlord’s share of the produce 
beam to entire produce of the- land : 

Provided that Ihe amount ot compensation shall in no case 
exceed one-fourth share of the market value so determined. 
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(ui) it the rent is paid partly m c.rsh (whether an a iixod 
amount or at a fixed rate with reference to the aroa of the land) 
and partly as a share ot the produce, be equal to twenty times 
the average annual rent in respect of the land. 

Provided that tho amount of compensation shall in no case 
exceed one-fourth share of the average market value of tho land. 

Explanation. — For the purpose of determining the average 
market value of the land or avciage annual rent under this clause, the 
average of tho market value of the land, or as the case may be, of tho 
rent paid or payahlo, and in any caso whero rent is a share of tho 
produce, tho average of the price of the produce, during a period of 
fifteen yoars commencing from the 1st day of June 1985, shall be 
taken into account. 

8. Payment of compensation. — (7) The compensation awarded under 
this Act shall eilhei be paid in cash or bo deposited with tho Collector by 
the occupancy tenant within n period of three months of the date of the 
award : 

Provided that die Collector mav, having regard to the amount of 
compensation or for other reasons and after recording his reasons for so 
doing, allow the occupancy tenant to pay the compensation in such six 
monthly instalments, not exceeding in nnv case six years, ns he thinks 
fit. 

(2) Where the occupancy tenant makes a default in the payment of 
compensation in accordance with the terms of the award, the amount due 
tuny be v ecovored in the same manner as an arrear of land revenue. 

7. Appeal, review and revision. — (I) An appeal shall lie from — 

(а) any award or order made by the Collector, to the Commis- 
sioner; and 

(б) any order of the Commissioner, to the Financial Commis- 
sioner : 

Provided that when an original award or order is confirmed on first 
appeal, a further appeal shall not lio. 

(2) The Colloctor, the Commissioner or the Financial Commissioner 
may, either of his own motion or on the application of the party interested, 
review and on such review, modify, rovorse or confirm any order passed 
by himself or by any of his predecessors in office; and such power shall be 
exercised subject to the provisions, so far as they may be applicable, of 
section 82 of the Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 (Punjab Act XVI of 1887). 

(3) With respect to all matters dealt with under this Aot, the Financial 
Commissioner shall have the same power to call for, examine and revise 
tho proceedings of the Collector or the Commissioner as provided in section 
84 of the Punjab Tenapcy Act, 1887 (Punjab Act XVI of 1887). 

(4) The period of limitation for an appeal under this section shall run 
from the date of the award or order appealed against and shall bo as 
follows : — 

(a) when the appeal lies to the Commis- 
sioner . . sixty days. 

(5) when the appeal lies to the Financial 

Commissioner . . ninety days. 
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(5) In computing the period for an nppeal from an award or order 
under this Act, the Indian Limitation Act, 1908 (IX of 1908) shall apply. 

(6) For the purposes of this Act, the Collector, tho Commissioner and 
the Financial Commissioner may, in so far as may be necessary or 
expedient to do so, exercise all the powers of n revenue office! or a revenue 
court as the case may he under the Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 (Punjab Act 
XV! of 1887), 

8. Certain mortgagee and charges not enforceable against land held by 
occupancy tenants. — Notwithstanding anything contained in any contract 
or in any law for tho time being in force, no c'aim or liability, whether 
under any decree or order of a civil court or otherwise, enforceable aghinst 
a landlord for any money which is charged on, or is secured hv a mortgage 
c it, any land held under him by on occupancy tenant, shall bo enforce- 
able against the laud, and every such claim or liability shall be deemed 
to he a charge on the compensation payable to the landlord in respect of 
such land. 

9, Act not to apply to evacuee property. — Nothing in this Act shall 
apply to evacuee property as defined m the Administration of Evacuee 
Property Act, 1950 (XXXI of 1950). 

10. Bar of Jurisdiction. — Save as otherwiso expressly provided in this 
Act, every award or order mode by the Collector, Commissioner or 
Financial Commissioner shall be final, and no proceeding or order taken 
or made under this Act, shall bp called in question by any court or before 
any officer or authority. 

11. Bar to legal proceedings. — No prosecution, suit, or other legal pro- 
ceeding shall lio against the State Government or any officer or authority 
for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursu- 
ance of this Act or of any rules made thereunder. 

12. Power to make rules. — ( 1 ) The State Government may, by notifica- 
tion in the Official Gazette, rnaho rules to carry out the purposes of this 
Act. 

(3) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the fore- 
going power, such rules may provide for all o’ - any of Ihe following 
matters, namely: — 

(a) the form and manner in which an application for determina- 
tion of compensation may bo made by tho landlord; 

(b) the form of notice and the manner in which notices may be 
served under this Act; 

(q) tho manner in which inquiries may be held under this Act; 

(d) the manner in which compensation may be paid; 

(e) the manner in which appeals and applications for review and 
revision may bo filed; 

(/) any other matter which has to be, or may be, proscribed. 

RAJENDRA PRASAD, 
President • 
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Iteasons for the enactment . 

In March 1949, a Land Reforms Committee was appointed by the 
Government of Punjab to examine Ihe teilanov legislation in force in that 
State and to suggest ways and means to ameliorate the economic condi- 
tion of tenants. One of the lecommendutiona of that Committee was that 
occupancy tenants should be given proprietary rights in thoir tenancies on 
payment of suitable: compensation to the landlords. The Committee 
was of the view that confeiment of proprietary rights in land on the 
actual tiller of the soil was in conformity with modern trendR of thought. 
The Committee also felt that, because of the tension prevailing between 
occupancy tenants and their landlords, neither the tenant nor the landlord 
was in a position to develop the land to its utmost. The President has 
enaotod the Punjab Occupancy Tenants (Vesting of Proprietary Rights) 
Act, 1951. in order to give effect to the recommendation made by the Land 
Reforms Committee. Under this Act, occupancy tenants will become full 
proprietors of thoir tenancies on payment of compensation ns determined 
by the Collector on the principles specified therein, 

H. V. R. IENGAR, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ministry of Home Affairs , 


THE PUNJAB ABOLITION OP ALA MALIKIYAT 
AND TALUKDARI RIGHTS ACT, 1961. 

No. IX op 1961 

An Act to abolish the rights of superior proprietors, to confer 
full proprietary rights on inferior proprietors in land held 
by them and to provide for payment of compensation to 
the superior proprietors whose rights are extinguished and 
for certain consequential and incidental matters. 

[28 th December, 1951] 

In exerciR© erf the powers conferred by seel ion 8 of the Punjab State 
Legislature (Delegation of Powers) Act, 1951 (XLVT of 1051), the Presi- 
dent is pleased to enact as follows: — 

1. Short title, extent and commencement.— (I) This Act may be called 
the Punjab Abolition of Ala Malikiyat and Talukdari Rights Act, 1951. 

(#) It extends to the whole of the State of Punjab. 

(3) It shall come into force on such date hr the State Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

2. Definitions.— Tn this Act, unless the context otherwise requires — 

(a) “adna malik” means, in the caae of land in which the pro- 
prietary rights are divided between Ruperior and inferior ownors, the 
inferior owner; 

(h) “ala malik” means, in the case of land in which the proprie- 
tary rights are divided between Ruperior and inferior owners, Die 
superior owner and includes a talukdar ; 
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(c) "appointed day" memw the date on which this Act conies 
into force mirier sub-section (,'/) of section 1; 

(cl) “Collector” means the Collector of the district in which the 
land, in respect of which the rights of ala mnlik are abolished, is 
situate and includes any officer not below the tank of an Assistant 
Collector of the Eirst-Orade specially empowered by the State Govern- 
ment to perforin the duties of u Collector under this Act; 

(e) tho expressions “laud”, “land revenue”, “rent” and any 
other expression not defined, but used, in this Act shall have the 
meanings respectively assigned to thorn in the Punjab Tenancy Act, 
1887 (Punjab Act XVI ol 1887); 

(/) the expression "Financial Commissioner” and “Commissioner” 
have the meanings respectively assigned to them under the Punjab 
Land Revenue Act, 1887 (Punjab Act XVII of 1887). 

3. Abolition of rights of ala mallks and vesting of full proprietary 
rights In adna mallks. — Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con- 
tained in any law, custom or usage for the time being in force, on and 
from the appointed day — 

(a) all rights, title and interest (including the contingent interest 
if any, recognised by any law, custom or usage for the time being in 
force! of an ala malik in tho land held under him by an adna malili 
shall be abolished; and full proprietary rights shall be deemed to 
vest in the udmi malik tree from all encumbrances, if any, in the land 
created by the ala malik; 

( b ) the ala malik shall cense to have any right to collect or re- 
ceive any rent or customary due ii respect ol such land, 

(c) the. aia malik shall he entitled to receive and be paid such 
compensation ns may be determined under this Act. 

4. Determination of compensation payable to ala malikB, — (7) Any ala 

malik whose rights have been extinguished under section 3 may, within 
twelve’ months from the appointed day, apply to the Collector, in such 
form as may be prescribed, tor the dctermihation of the amount of com- 
pensation payable to him : 

Provided that the Collector may enteitain the application after tho 
expiry of tho said period of twelve months if ho is satisfied that the ap- 
plicant was prevented by sufficient cause from tiling the application in 
time. 

(2) On receipt of an application under sub-section (7), the Collector 
shall issue notice to the parties eonoernel and, after giving the parties ap 
opportunity of being heard and niter making such inquiry as may ho pre- 
scribed, shall make an award determining the amount of compensation 
payable to the ala malik in accordance with the provisions of section 5. 

(3) Where there is any dispute us to the person or persons who are 
entitled to the compensation, the Collector shall decide such dispute and 
if the Collector finds that more than one person is entitled to compensa- 
tion, he shall apportion the amount thereot amongst such persons. 

(4,) Where the compensation is payable to n minor or to a person having 
a limited interest, the Collector may make such arrangements as may bo 
eqrutuble having regard to the interests of the minor, the parties concern- 
ed and their reversioners. 
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(5) The amount of compensation determined under this section shall 
be payable by the udna inalik ■ 

Provided that whore a portion of the annual rent or other duos iB pay- 
able by the Government, that portion of the compensation, which bears 
the same proportion to the total amount ol compensation as the share of 
the Government in the annual rent or othor dues bears to the total amount 
ol rent or other duos, shall be paid by the Government. 

5. Principles ol compensation. — The amount of compensation payable 
to the ala malik under this Act shall be eight times the amount of annual 
rent or other dues, it any, payable to the ala malik, whether by the adna 
malik or whether partly by adna malik and partly by the Government: 

Provided that where the rent or other dues is or are paid wholly or 
partly in kind, tho amount of such annual rent or other dues shall bo 
calculated on the basis of tho average of the prioe of the produce during 
a period of fifteen years, commencing from the 1st day of June, 103/5. 

6. Payment ol compensation. — (I) The compensation awarded under 
this Act shall either be paid in cash or be deposited with the Collector by 
tho adna malik or, as the case may be, by the Government within a 
period of three months of tho date of the award: 

Provided that the Collector may, having regard to the amount of com- 
pensation or for other reasons and after recording his reasons for so doing, 
allow the adna malik to pay the compensation in such six monthly instal- 
ments not exceeding in any case six years, as he thinks fit, 

(3) Where the adna inalik makes a default in the payment of com- 
pensation in accordance with the terms of the award, the amount due 
may be recovered in the same manner as an arrear of land revenue. 

7. Appeal, review and revision.— (I) An appeal shall lie from — 

(a) any award or order made by tho Collector, to the Commis- 
sioner ; and 

( ft ) any order ot the Commissioner, to the Financial Commis- 
sioner : 

Provided that when an original award or order is confirmed on first 
appeal, a further appeal shall not lie. 

(8) The Collector, the Commissioner or the Financial Commissioner may, 
either of his own motion or on the application of the party interested, 
review and on such review modify, reverso or confirm any order passed by 
himsolf or by any of his predecessors in offioe; and such power shall be 
exercised subject to the provisions, as far as they may be applicable, ot 
section 82 of tho Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 (Punjab Act XVI of 1887). 

(3) With respect to all matters dealt, with under this Act, the Finan- 
cial Commissioner shall have the same power to call for, examine and re- 
vise the proceedings of the Collector or the Commissioner as provided in 
section 84 of the Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 (Punjab Act XVI of 1887). 

(4) The period of limitation for an appeal under this section shall run 
from the date of the award or order appealed against and shall bo us fol- 
lows: — 

(a) when the appeal lies to the Commissioner ... sixty days. 

(ft) when the appeal lies to the Financial Com- 
missioner ... ... ... ■■■ ninety days. 
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(5) In computing the period for an appeal from an award or order 
undo*- this Act, the Indian Limitation Act, 1908 (IX of 1908) shall apply. 

(6) Eor the purposes of Ihiq Aet, the Collector, the Commissioner and 
tho Financial Oomnjishiouci may, m so tar as may be necessary or ex- 
pedient lo do ho, exercise all the powers ol a revouue officer or a revenue 
eouit as iho case mil) be wmlei the Lun jab 'I'tnancy Act,- 1887 (Punjab 
Act XVI ol 1887). 

8. Certain mortgages and charges not enforceable against land held by 
adna maliks. — Notwithstanding anything contained in any contract or in 
any law lor the time being m force, no claim or liability, whether under 
any decree or older of a civil court or otherwise, enforceable against an 
rtl i malik Jor any money winch is chaiged on, or is secured by a mortgage 
ot, any laud held under him by an adna malik, shall be enforceable against 
the land, and every such claim or liability shall be deemed to be a charge 
on the compensation payable to the ala malik in respect of such land. 

9. 'Nftaijnot to apply to evacuee property.— Nothing in this Act shall 

apply to e property us defined in the Administration of Evacuee 

Property Act, lSSTr^JCX^ilof I960). 

10. Bar of jurisdiction. — qSir^fr-aaotherwuse expressly provided in thiB 
Act, every award or order made by me Collector, Commissioner or Finan- 
cial Commissioner shall be final, and no proceeding or order taken or 
made under this Act shall be culled in question by any court or before 
any officer or authority. 

11. Bar to legal proceedings. — No prosecution, suit or other legal pro- 
ceeding fill all lie against the State Government or any officer or authority 
for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursu- 
ance of this Act or ol any rules made thereunder, 

12. Power to make rules. — (7) The State Government may, by noti- 
fication m the Official Gazette, make rules to carry out the purposes of 
this Act. 

(k) In partieulai, and without prejudice to tho generality of the fore- 
going power, such rules may jirovide for all or any of the following mat- 
ters, namely; — • 

(a) the form and manner in which an application for determina- 
tion of compensation may be made by the ala malik; 

( ft) the form of notico and the manner in which notices may be 
served under this Act; 

(c) the manner in which inquiries may be held under this Act; 

(d) the manner in which compensation may be paid ; 

(e) the manner in winch appeals and applications for review and 
revision may be filed; 

(t) any other matter which has to be, or may be, prescribed. 

RAJENDRA PRASAD, - 

President. 


K. V. K. SUNDARAM, 

Seoy. to the Govt, of India. 
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Reasons for the enactment 

In March 1049, a Laud Refoims ( ommitteo was appointed by the 
Government of Punjab to examine the tenancy legislation in force in the 
State and to suggest ways and meant, to urn olioraie the economic condition 
of the tenants One of the recommendations ol the Land Reforms 
Committee wat, that the rights ol Ala Maliks and Talukdars should, 
on payment of compensation, be extinguished. This recommendation was 
accepted by Government on the ground that Ala Malikh and Talukdais 
had no real conncc tiori with the land. The President has enacted the 
Punjab Abolition oi Ala Maliluyat aud Talukdari Ifcights A-t, 1951, in 
order to give effect to the rcconuncn iation made by the Land Reforms 
Committee. The Act seeks to extinguish the rights of Ala Maliks tend 
Talukd'irs on payment of compensation or' the basis of eight years’ annual 
income, the compensation being payable by (he persona who arc at present 
responsible for paying the dues ot ILe Ala MaiikB aud Talukdirs. This 
measure will take effect from the date the Act is brought into fence bv the . 
State Government 

L3***r~*B.. 1 ENG A It, 
“Secy, to the Govt, of India, 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
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